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THE DELI WINDOW BILL PASSES 


Weighing Safety, Dignity 


Kenney has indicated he will sign. It doesn’t immediately ban 
bulletproof windows, but sets a 2021 d eadline for L&I rules. 
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Applause and dismay are seen in the City Council audience after the vote on the controversial bill. Councilwoman Cindy Bass 


introduced it to end what she calls “an indignity”; beer deli owners see their safety threatened. 


By Julie Shaw 

STAFF WRITER 
espite strong opposition 
from Asian American beer 
deli owners and their sup- 
porters, Philadelphia City 
Council voted, 14-3, Thurs- 
day to approve a bill that most mem- 
bers said would enhance neighbor- 
hoods, but that the merchants fear 
could jeopardize their safety and liveli- 
hood. 

Mayor Kenney’s office said he 
would sign the bill. 

City Councilwoman Cindy Bass in- 
troduced the bill Nov. 2 as part of an 
effort to rid the city of what she has 
called illegal stop-and-go outlets. Al- 
though much of the bill involves cate- 


gorizing food establishments by size 
for city licensing purposes, one para- 
graph generated huge protests and po- 
larized communities, exposing fis- 
sures involving race, class, and per- 
ceptions of immigrants. 

That paragraph called for banning 
bullet-resistant windows in large food 
establishments. Beer deli owners 
were affected because state law re- 
quires them to have at least 30 seats. 
Many of the owners, who are largely 
Asian American, decried the bill, say- 
ing removing the safety windows 
would expose them to being robbed, 
injured, or killed. But Bass called 
such windows, which separate food 
servers from customers, “an indigni- 


ty.” 
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On Dec. 4, Council’s Committee on 
Public Health and Human Services 
amended the bill, removing the man- 
datory window ban on large establish- 
ments, and instead instructing the De- 
partment of Licenses and Inspections 
to issue by Jan. 1, 2021, regulations for 
“the use or removal of any physical 
barrier” in places that serve food and 
alcohol. The amended bill was unani- 
mously approved that day by the com- 
mittee. 

But beer deli owners and their sup- 
porters still saw the amended bill as 
risking their lives. 

Just before the full Council vote 
Thursday, Bass said the bill was a cul- 
mination of 25 years of work to elimi- 

See WINDOWS on A8 


SEXUAL HARASSMENT ALLEGATIONS 


$1.25M payout to 
settle assault claim 


A veteran police commander was named in a former 
officer’s suit. He stays on the job; Kenney is troubled. 


Chief Inspector 
Carl Holmes. 
The allegations 
against him 
were a decade 
old. He faced 
similar charges 


from another his own review. 


woman. 


By Chris Palmer 
STAFF WRITER 

The City of Philadelphia paid $1.25 million to 
settle a lawsuit by a woman who claimed a veteran 
police commander sexually assaulted her when 
she was an officer in a department in which she 

i a. said sexual harassment was pervasive. 
4 The commander, Chief Inspector Carl Holmes, 
remains on the job eight months after the payout 
— but the fallout may not be over. 

Mayor Kenney’s spokesman said Thursday that 
the mayor found the case against Holmes and the 
Police Department “extremely troubling, from 
start to end.” And although Kenney did not call for 
anyone to step down — as he did after a much 
smaller payout to settle similar claims against 
Sheriff Jewell Williams — he left open the possibili- 
ty that the city’s new top prosecutor may launch 


See SETTLEMENT on A8 


A CAPITAL IDEA | A2 


Wawa opens its biggest 
store ever — in Washington 
MEDIA MERGER | AT! 

Disney to buy most of 

21st Century Fox 

BUCKS SLAYINGS | B1 


DiNardo and his cousin 
enter not-guilty pleas 


ON THE WEB 


Split FCC 
lifts rules 


on net 
neutrality 


Supporters see new innovation. 
Opponents say the fight is not over. 


By Bob Fernandez 
STAFF WRITER 

Republicans ruled the day at the Federal 
Communications Commission on Thursday as 
the agency purged two-year-old Obama-era 
net neutrality protections against throttling in- 
ternet traffic, calling them superfluous and a 
failed experiment. 


Along partisan lines [The] 
and with sharp political 6 -to- 
rhetoric, the commis- be-t figs eee 
sioners voted 3-2 to re- D@-toothiess 
classify the internet ÎS handing the 
from a utility to an “in- keys to the 
formation service,” and jnternet ... to 
shift consumer protec- multibillion- 
tion over broadband ser- dollar 
vices to the Federal ` 
Trade Commission. The Corporations. 
vote broadly deregu- Mignon Clyburn, 
lates the internet and a dissenting 


likely will lead to chal- commissioner 


lenges in the federal 


courts, a possible even- G We have 
tual reversal under a repeatedly 
Democratic-controlled stated and 

FCC, or legislation, gov- # 

ernment officials and reiterate today, 


that we do not 
and will not 


others say. 
Consumer advocates 


— who viewed the vote block, throttle, 
as a giveaway to corpo- PAR 
rations such as Com- or EE 
cast — also say it could against lawfu 
lead to higher prices for content. 


broadband services. 
The vote culminates 
swift action this year by 
Ajit Pai, the Republican commissioner who 
was appointed by President Barack Obama 
and promoted by President Trump to head the 
agency, to roll back what he considered to be 
heavy-handed rules. Pai said Wednesday that 
fewer regulations will lead to more internet 
See INTERNET on A10 


David L. Cohen, 
Comcast executive 


INCOME-TAX OVERHAUL 


With few votes 
to spare, GOP 
gets ultimatum 
from Rubio 


By Jeff Stein, Erica Werner, 
and Damian Paletta 
WASHINGTON POST 

WASHINGTON — Sen. Marco Rubio (R., 
Fla.) threatened Thursday to vote against Re- 
publicans’ $1.5 trillion tax overhaul unless it 
further expands a child tax 
credit to millions of work- 
ing families, leaving GOP 
leaders searching for an- 
swers on a final deal that 
had appeared on the verge 
of sailing through the 
House and Senate. 

Rubio, along with Sen. 
Mike Lee (R., Utah), wants 
Republican leaders to in- 
clude the expansion as they 
reconcile separate tax mea- 
sures passed by the House 
and Senate, working to craft 
a final compromise bill that 
could pass both chambers 
and be sent President 
Trump for his signature. 

GOP leaders had said Wednesday they be- 
lieved that they had reached a broad agree- 
ment both chambers could pass, and they 

See TAXES on A4 


Sen. Marco 
Rubio wants to 
expand child tax 
credit. 
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